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Anachronicle

The Middle East through the eyes of Sinida Vlajkovié

Anachronicle. This strange combination of two concepts, “anachronism”
and “chronicle”, in the exhibition’s title succinctly captures the unique
character of SiniSa Vlajkovié¢’s work. In his series entitled “Time Regained”
(2003-2008) and “Genius Loci” (2011-2012) the artist presents photographs
taken during his extensive journey throughout the Middle East. Vlajkovié
roamed and lived in two distinct regional cities, Beirut and Dubai. His

vision was to chronicle the current state of this convoluted, multi-ethnical
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and multi-religious, historically layered, sometimes turbulent yet always
inspiring corner of the world. His achievement was to document the
fascinating details of everyday life and the unfamiliar environment he

witnessed and experienced, from a new perspective.

Of course, documents and chronicles are never truly objective, as by their

definition they are filtered through the personality of the creator. Likewise

for Vlajkovié, the moments he captured of cities and their people, their
work, activities, habits and their environment became more than a pure
chronicle of observation. As he was discovering new places, moving
forward in his space, Vlajkovié realised that at the same time he was
simultaneously travelling backwards - in time. His chronicles began to
document an interior journey: as he advanced this collection of visual

moments, he discovered increasing parallels between his current
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environment and his childhood memories of the former Yugoslavia - a
time and place just as complex, colourful, multi-ethnical and

multi-religious as the present day Middle East.

And right here is where the second concept “anachronism” comes to the
fore. The images of these two series were taken after 2003 but they
represent another world that in many ways appears to relate to the present
day, while at the same time reflecting the artist’s memories from his

homeland of the 1970s and 1980s.

These visual documents are thus anachronistic in a certain aspect, but

here also lies their aesthetic strength: they represent a dense fusion of past
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and present; of the artist’s memories and his actual environment; of
personal remembrance and objective depiction. These seemingly
irreconcilable categories are artistically synthesised in the photographs of
Sini8a Vlajkovié, who has become one of today’s unique chroniclers of

life’s timeless journey.
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Sinisa Vlajkovié was born in Belgrade, Serbia in 1969.

He graduated from the University of Belgrade in 1994 with a Bachelor
in Science degree in Regional Planning. In 1995 he switched to
graphic design and advertising and has since worked as an art
director for major advertising agencies in Belgrade, London, Beirut,
Dubai and Abu Dhabi.

From 1995 he has been developing personal photography projects.
His work has been exhibited and published internationally and
recognised by the New York Photo Awards, IPA (Los Angeles), Foto8
(London), Creative Review (UK) and Corbis (Middle East).

info@sinisavlajkovie.com
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